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125,000 BC Paleolithic
Nationally notable finds
of flint tools – evidence
of Neanderthal huntergatherers in the Chilterns

10,000 BC Mesolithic
Permanent occupation
began after the last ice
age, when vegetation
returned as the ice
sheets shrank

AD 1900 Twentieth Century
Chalk pits, such as at Chinnor,
quarried for cement, lime and
mortar, which were transported
on their own railway. Charles
Rothschild identified wildlife
sites needing preservation – the
forerunner of the Wildlife Trust

AD 1949 Sites of Special
Scientific Interest
Legal protection was
given for the best wildlife
and geological sites
in England

The story of the Chalk, Cherries and Chairs

4000 BC Neolithic
Woodland clearance
for arable farming and
keeping of domestic
animals began. The
burial mound, Whiteleaf
long barrow, dates
from this time

AD 1870 Late Victorian
Mills for flour, cloth and
paper multiplied on the
rivers. Chair making marked
the start of the furniture
industry of High Wycombe

AD 1950-60 Post-war
agricultural intensification
Some landscape features
lost, including hedgerows
and habitats; decline of
land-based employment,
skills and crafts followed

2500 BC Bronze Age
Semi-nomadic farming
gave way to permanent
settlements. Increased
use of metal tools and
weapons

AD 1837 Victorian
Turnpike roads, canals
and railways brought
population growth
and new access to
markets.

AD 1965 Designation
of the Chilterns AONB
Recognition of the
importance of landscape
and wildlife resulted
in the creation of the
Chilterns AONB

800 BC Iron Age
Hillforts and linear
earthworks date
from around this
time, including
Grim’s Ditch whose
function remains an
unanswered puzzle

Some ancient
routeways date
from this time

Cherry orchards
increased as
pickers could
travel from
London

AD 1603 Stuarts
to Victorians
Arable farming dominated
as metropolitan demand
increased. Early maps show
the extent of woodland,
considered ‘ancient’ if it
is pre-1600, with bluebells
often a good indicator

AD 1967 M40
The new M40 cut
through the Central
Chilterns and led to
a rapid increase in
housing, transport
and noise

AD 43 Roman
Roman occupation
evident in remains
of villas, iron works
and pottery kilns

AD 410 Late Antiquity
and Saxon
Settlements extended
up the scarp to become
strip parishes, each
having a share of
lowland arable, upland
pasture and hilltop
woodland

AD 1485 Tudors
to Elizabethans
Political stability enabled
farming to prosper; food
and fuel supplied to
growing London. Piecemeal
enclosure saw open fields
gradually disappear, leading
to the intimate landscape
character

AD 1980-2010
European agrienvironment grant
schemes encouraged
farming practices
to halt the decline in
wildlife. John Lawton
review resulted in
Making Space for
Nature paper

AD 1066 Medieval period
The hilly landscape led to
a patchwork of small fields
and woodlands separated
by hedges and earth
banks. Wood became
valuable as a fuel for
brick and tile making

AD 2011 to present
Rapid growth increasing pressure
on the protected landscape, along
with new environmental awareness,
new technology, and new people
keen to explore, learn and protect
the countryside
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