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Angling Spring Wood

Pests & Diseases                          
- Conference Report

Grants and 
Forthcoming Events

his cold winter has seen the 

demand from firewood contractors Tfor hardwood logs increase 

dramatically and many ran out of stocks by 

Christmas. Prices paid for firewood are 

increasing. This presents a great 

opportunity for woodland owners to thin 

out some of their developing beech and ash 

to give them the space they need to 

develop to their full potential. 

Felling in woodlands needs to be planned 

well in advance as consent is likely to be 

needed as a felling licence from the 

Forestry Commission and possibly also 

from the council, if the trees are covered 

by a Tree Preservation Order. This can take 

a couple of months to organise. 

Demand for logs soars!

The Chiltern Society is delighted 
to sponsor this Newsletter

The Chiltern Society organises a 
programme of over 130 guided walks 

each year, at least 2 per week, 
throughout the Chilterns. 

Our cycle group have a programme 
of weekly rides. 

Come and join in to discover a new 
area of the Chilterns in 2009 

We welcome new members 
Come and join people like you who love 

and care for the Chilterns.
For details of walks/cycle rides

volunteering opportunities and membership

www.chilternsociety.org.uk

01494 771250

Chiltern Woodlands Project

The Chiltern Woodlands Project can help 

obtain felling consent and select and mark 

trees for felling, we do charge a fee for this 

service based on the time taken.

Ideally firewood should be cut and 

seasoned for at least a year before it is 

sold. There seems to be a need to improve 

the quality and uniformity of logs for sale. 

Most firewood is sold by “the load” and is 

often a mixture of sizes and species. 

Hardwoods and softwoods (conifers) 

should not be mixed. It helps if the logs are 

cut to a standard specified length.

Conifers are more likely to be burnt on 

woodchip heating systems. This could 

often be the top part of the tree, while the 

more valuable butt is used for timber. The 

government is keen to invest in woodfuel 

as a renewal and “green” energy supply. It 

only gives off the carbon absorbed by the 

tree during its life, plus that used in 

harvesting and transporting the wood, so 

local use is desirable. It is particularly 

suited to those parts of the Chilterns that 

are not on the main gas pipe network, 

which includes much of Wycombe and 

South Oxfordshire Districts.

LEADER up and running
Mike says, “This is a great opportunity for 

individual owners and contractors to benefit 

from up to £50,000 of support for their 

woodland business. There is help available 

to make the LEADER application. I would 

encourage anyone looking to improve their 

woodland or forestry  business to get in 

touch.” 

About £1.75million is available for land 

based projects in the Chilterns – chiefly 

forestry and farming, plus £750,000 is also 

available for rural communities' projects.

To find out more about LEADER grants, 

contact Mike Furness on 01844 210422 or 

by email to 

mike.furness@ngagesolutions.co.uk.  

lanning an extraction road or hard 

standing? Investing in machinery to Pexpand your forestry business? Well, 

the LEADER grant scheme is up and 

running and open for your application. 

Mike Furness, LEADER Projects Officer 

for the Chilterns says, “There's already been 

lots of interest in LEADER funding and I'm 

pleased to report that one of the first awards 

has been to a forestry contractor for fire-

wood processing machinery.”

The fund, which runs until 2013, targets 

support at Chiltern woodland management: 

Grants are available to woodland owners to 

facilitate timber extraction; to consultants 

and contractors to help in adding value 

through processing or market development; 

for training; for woodland recreation 

enterprises and for collaborative actions such 

as deer or squirrel control.
www.chilternsaonb.org/caring/leader
_grants.html



his 16 hectare wood is owned by Chiltern District 

Council and is between Great Missenden and TPrestwood, Bucks. In 2007 the Council asked the 

Chiltern Woodlands Project to help with its management as a 

community wood. Volunteers from Prestwood Nature a local 

conservation group with an interest in this ancient wood have 

helped cut back laurel and remove old plantation fences. The 

slender slug is one of the rare 

species identified in the wood by 

this group.

An innovative audio trail and 

leaflet were designed by Nancy 

Gladstone at Siren Conservation 

Education. Ten trail marker posts 

using local western red cedar 

were carved by Malcolm Hildreth 

and put in by Ridgeway 

Woodlands. See 

 

where the leaflet and audio clips 

can be downloaded.

John Morris selected over 400 trees for felling and marked 

them with red paint spots. A felling licence was obtained by the 

Chiltern Woodlands Project from the Forestry Commission to 

thin out larch in a 24 year old plantation, leaving the best trees 

and broadleaves with space to grow.  This work was carried out 

in March 2008 by Ridgeway Woodlands. Some of the lop and 

tops of the larch were chipped and spread by Prestwood Nature 

volunteers on muddy sections of a public footpath. Other paths 

were widened to improve access around this wood and new 

gates put in to replace stiles.

In October 2008 the larch were extracted about 150 metres to a 

hard standing within the wood using a horse by Nick Sutton, 

The Urban Forester.

In November 2008 Steve Roberts used his new Lucas mobile 

sawmill (described in the autumn 08 newsletter) to convert the 

larch into 5 x 3.5inch posts and 12 ft x 3.5 x 1.5inch rails. 

www.anglingspringwood.org.uk

Angling Spring Wood - a case study
Some of the larch offcuts 

are to be used by a 

primary school in Thame 

for an outdoor seating 

area.

The sawn material was 

used to create a new 

roadside fence installed 

by Pete Whipp and his 

Ridgeway Woodlands 

team in December 2008. 

This fence replaced an 

earlier collapsed fence 

and helps define the edge 

of the wood reducing the 

risk of unauthorised 

access and dumping.

This is an example of management and utilisation of a small 

parcel of larch thinnings.  There was not sufficient quantity of 

timber to interest conventional markets. Tractor extraction 

would have required widening of a public footpath, wider 

spacing of the thinning and probably created deep ruts which 

would then have to be repaired. More work is planned for 

coming years. Reducing the amount of bark damage by grey 

squirrels could be a priority.

Carved post 

Horse extraction of larch 

Converting larch using mobile sawmill 

New roadside fence


