
Special Trees and Woods 
of the Chilterns 
Special Trees and Woods 
of the Chilterns 
part of the 
Chiltern Woodlands Project 

id you know that Low Scrubs, 

near Ellesborough, is home to Dsome of the oldest beech trees in 

the Chilterns?  Originally Low Scrubs was 

a common wood, used by villagers as a 

source of fuel.  In 1805 the area was subject 

to an Inclosure Award and was vested in 

two charities representing the 'poor 

inhabitants of Ellesborough' for the cutting 

of 'furze, fern and other fuel'.  It was 

acquired by the National Trust in 1985.  

Hundreds of years of management for fuel 

have created a woodland full of ancient 

trees that often have several twisting stems 

which rise above dense, twiggy (epicormic) 

growth.  Old trees are a wildlife habitat in 

themselves supporting hundreds of different 

species of insect and, in turn, the birds, bats 

and small mammals that feed on the insects.  

This is very different from the Chiltern 

woods that were managed for the furniture 

industry in which the trees are tall and 

straight and there is little or no understorey.  

While the trees in these woodlands are not 

ancient, the continuity of woodland cover 

on many of these sites goes back hundreds 

of years because historical management 

ensured the successful regeneration of 

saplings when mature trees were felled.

Understanding the historical management 

of a wood helps site managers decide the 

most appropriate ways to restore woodlands 

Editorial

to their former, actively-managed glory.  

The management of ancient and very 

special trees was the subject of two events 

held at Low Scrubs this winter.  Site 

managers, industry professionals and 

Rachel Sanderson, March 2009

Managing ancient trees at Low Scrubs 
volunteers all learned from national 

experts Ted Green and Neville Fay the 

most sympathetic ways to protect our 

valuable ancient trees and how to utilise 

the survival strategies which trees adopt.

ver the last three years the Special Trees and Woods 
Project volunteers have recorded over 500 special trees Oand over 150 special woods.  

Many of these records are accompanied 
by stories and these stories emphasise 
the importance of trees and woods in 
our landscape.  

Each story is unique – some relate to 
historical events, for instance when 
and/or who planted a special tree or 
wood; others are cultural, 

connected to management practices and the legacy they have 
left.  Some stories are very personal but many of the stories such 
as those about playing in trees and woods or walking through 
the bluebells would be recognised by most of us.  

One common thread links all the stories: trees and woods have 
been a special part of the lives of generations of people in the 
Chilterns.  We hope to learn more about the Chiltern woodlands 
by talking to those who can remember the woods in the past.  If 
you have any memories of woodland management please get in 
touch.  

Talks available for clubs
rawing from the special trees and woods recorded over the last three years, 

Rachel and trained volunteers are available to give presentations to clubs and Dorganisations.  Whatever your particular interest or wherever you are in the 

Chilterns, we can present an illustrated talk to suit your audience.  If you think your 

members might be interested in hearing more about the Special Trees and Woods Project, 

please contact Rachel.





Special Woods Art Exhibition inspires visitors
rom November to February lovers of nature and art 
were treated to the Special Woods Art Exhibition Forganised by the Special Trees and Woods Project.  The 

exhibition, which was enthusiastically received by artists, 
visitors and the local press, featured a selection of works 
entered in last year's Special Woods Art Competition.  The 
competition was a great success attracting over 150 entries 
inspired by 79 different Chiltern woods – these are indicated by 
red dots on the map to the left.

The competition judges were thrilled with the wonderful 
selection of very high quality work and the inspiring stories 
associated with the works.  A panel of local art professionals 
selected 36 works that were exhibited first at the River & 
Rowing Museum in Henley and then at the Hat Factory in 
Luton.  The exhibited works covered a variety of mediums and 
styles including drawing, painting, printmaking, textiles, glass, 
video and photography.  Alongside the artists' works, panels 
displayed the artists' stories about the woods which had inspired 
their work.  

Visitors to exhibition at the Hat Factory, Luton 

Visitors to the River & Rowing 
Museum in Henley were invited 
to vote for their favourite artwork 
and, at the opening of the 
exhibition at the Hat Factory in 
Luton, the Judges' Award and the 
Peoples' Award were presented.  
The Judges' Award went to 
Margaret Taperell for her mixed 
media collage In Search of 
Bluebells inspired by Cowcroft 
Wood near Chesham.  
On receiving her award Margaret 
commented how pleased she was with the recognition her work 

had received; 
“When you create 
an artwork your 
friends always 
say that they like 
it but it is 
wonderful when 
others admire 
your work.”

While many artists portrayed the spring time beauty of Chiltern 
bluebells, others found inspiration throughout the year with 
visitors voting Rachel Wallace's black and white photograph 
Winter Beech for the Peoples' Award.  Pullingshill Wood near 
Marlow draws Rachel back time after time and she enjoys its 
tranquility in the different seasons and at different times of day.  
Rachel said that “whilst out walking in a rare day of snow my 
daughter pointed to the 'pyjama trees' which had emerged from a 
light mist.  It was a magical sight, the snow enhancing the slim 
trunks of the young beech trees and creating almost an optical 
illusion.”

While artists' images celebrated the natural beauty of the 
Chilterns woods, their stories highlighted the history of the area.  
Osvalda Teiser's painted silk Bodgers celebrated the men who 
worked in Kings Wood 'making the legs and stretchers to supply 
the Windsor chair industry at High Wycombe.'  

The art exhibition proved to be a great success for the Special 
Trees and Woods Project adding new woods and stories to our 
knowledge and helping to publicise the project.  If you missed 
the Special Woods Art Exhibition, you can see all of the artwork 
under the special events section of the Project website 

Thanks go to all whose efforts made the Art Exhibition and 
Competition possible and especially to all the talented artists who 
were kind enough to share their inspired artwork and personal 
stories with us.

Joan Skelton Smith, project volunteer

www.chilternsaonb.org/special 

Peoples' Award, Winter beech by Rachel Wallace 

River & Rowing Museum visitor marks his ballot for Bodgers by 
Osvalda Teiser (photo: Claire Brand)

People's Award winner Rachel Wallace with Winter Beech and 
her prize; Golden Light by Maria Louise Turner on the left 

Judges' Award, In Search of 
Bluebells by Margaret Taperell 


