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Chairman's Remarks

ngland's 161 chalk streams are Thames River Basin District, including the
increasingly under pressure from issues Chilterns streams, currently fail to meet this
such as water abstraction, development, target So clearly, there is a long way to go.

However, as the directive not
recognisie the special qualities that set
chalk rivers apart from other lowland
watercourses, there is a concern that

agriculture and non-native invasive
species. Here in the Chilterns, our
own chalk streams are perhaps
under more pressure than most.
The European Union's Water there may be little funding for their
improvement. More reason then for a

Chalk Streams Project to lobby for their

Framework Directive, now UK law,
is important and introduces a
simpler and ecologically focussed
approach to the management of
the water environment. The aim

cause!

of the directive is to ensure that all Qe} eK \¥K’V\‘)\L’l

surface water bodies reach good ecological status /

by 2015. However, the majority of rivers in the peter Hinde, Chairman

The Chilterns Chalk Streams Project
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n initiative of the Chilterns Conservation Board, the Chilterns
Chalk Streams Project is a partnership which aims to conserve
and enhance all major chalk streams in the Chilterns Area of

HITCHIN

Outstanding Natural Beauty, and to encourage enjoyment and
understanding of them. The Project provides advice to
landowners on riverside management, carries out HARPENDEN
practical projects to enhance the streams for
wildlife, improves access where appropriate,
undertakes surveys and provides

educational materials for schools.
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The Chiltern Hills were
designated as an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) in 1965. This is
recognition that the
Chilterns countryside is
amongst the finest in England
and Wales. The Chilterns
Conservation Board works to ensure F,\ ‘ Streams
that the special qualities of the area are Chilterns Droject )(
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Project Officer’s Report

t is true what they say; that
time flies as you get older.
Already, this year has been my
fourth at the helm of the
Chilterns Chalk Streams Project!
When | first took charge, we
were in the middle of a serious
drought and most rivers were
dry along significant portions
of their course. Fortunately
the last two years have provided a very much
more comforting scene, with the majority of them
flowing well and although the spectre of low flows
is never far away, it is amazing to see just how
quickly wildlife has reclaimed its place in our re-
invigorated streams.

This year has, again, been a busy one for the
project, with much being achieved. Of the
restoration schemes undertaken by the project
this year, the completion of the Meades Water
Gardens Regeneration Project in Chesham has
been a highlight. Following on from the
restoration of the River Chess to a more natural
state last year, attention turned to improving
access for visitors. Opened in July, the gardens
have already proved to be popular with people
walking along the Chess Valley Walk and visitors
from the nearby town centre. This project serves
as a flagship for Impress the Chess, the Chalk
Streams Project and its supporting partners, as an
example of the kind of ambitious project that can
be achieved by local river partnerships
countrywide.

Work with local river partnerships was not just
confined to Impress the Chess this year. A new
group was formed on the R. Misbourne at Chalfont
St. Peter to bring about improvements to the river
between Chalfont St Peter and Chalfont St. Giles.
On the R. Wye, the Revive the Wye Project was
launched and organised the first of hopefully
many, volunteer work parties on the river utilising
support from local businesses.

Elsewhere the Project has been working with the
National Trust and the River Restoration Centre to
develop an enhancement scheme for the
Hughenden Stream at Hughenden Manor. On the
Misbourne, an exciting discovery was made in
August in the shape of a hitherto undiscovered
colony of water voles along the lower river.

Another exciting initiative this year has been
Trout in the Classroom. An innovative scheme
originally developed in the USA and brought to
England by Thames 21 and the Wandle Trust, The
CCSP set up and ran, with the help of volunteers,
two such projects at schools in the Chess Valley.
The scheme has proved highly popular with both
pupils and teachers alike and it is hoped that
Trout in the Classroom will become a regular
feature in the CCSP's work programme in future.
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The Meades Water Gardens. Chesham, one year on



