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rees are special for a myriad of reasons

and previous editions of the newsletter have

featured trees that are big, tall, rare or
historically important. This newsletter highlights
some of the trees across the Chilterns which are
special because they have been planted to
commemorate an important event or as a living
memorial to someone.

lost so if there is a special tree where you live,
please give me a ring and tell me about it.

On the back page you will find details of our special
events later this year — guided walks around Special
Woods run in conjunction with the Heritage Open
Days initiative and our Annual Conference.

Anyone is welcome to attend these free events but
places are limited so please book early to avoid
disappointment. I look forward to hearing from you.

Rachel Sanderson, July 2009

We have discovered many such trees, but sometimes
records of a commemorative or memorial tree get
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s volunteers with the Special

Trees and Woods Project we

were intrigued by the row of eight
lovely lime trees on the Back Common in
Tylers Green, not just because they are
beautiful trees but also because there was
an element of mystery to them.

It seemed that 23 trees around the village
survived from the original planting. The
local community has now raised funds to
restore this living memorial. With the
help and support of the Parish Council,
seven new lime saplings have been
planted and a new plaque placed by each
of the now 30 trees. The Special Trees

response from local residents has been very
heartening and our hope is that the 30 trees
will continue to be a fitting memorial to the
men from this small village who did not
return from the War.

Chris and Russell Read, project volunteers

A small metal plaque, with the name of a
man who had lost his life in WWI, was at
the base of two of the trees. The eight

& Woods Project has produced an
information board about the story of
these special trees.

trees were evenly spaced but the row
contained two gaps suggesting that there
had originally been ten trees. So, where
were the other plaques and was each tree
actually a memorial to three men, as there
are 30 names on the war memorial in the
churchyard? It seemed implausible.

Finally, and most
appropriately, a very moving
re-dedication ceremony
organised by the local British
Legion was held on the Back
Common on 28 June 2009, the
90th anniversary of the signing
of the Treaty of Versailles
which formally ended the First
World War. Guests included
The Earl Howe and the Vice-
Lord Lieutenant of the County,
Mrs Jenny Hopkirk, plus
relatives of some of the dead
men. After the formalities
there was a tour of inspection
of the trees, followed by tea,
making it a real village
occasion.

We decided to talk to local residents and
search parish records to establish when the
trees were planted and the name(s)
assigned to each. After much more
research than we had anticipated we found
an article in the Bucks Free Press of
November 1937 which reported that

€€ between thirty and forty ex-servicemen
assembled on Tylers Green Common
armed with picks, spades and forks, and
planted trees which will be a memorial to
fallen comrades as well as a
commemoration of Coronation year.
The article went on to detail exactly where
the trees were planted - we could not have
wished for a more informative piece!
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We feel that everyone's hard
work over the last two years
has been worthwhile. The




or more than a century Croxley Green has had a

strong tradition of planting trees on the village green

to commemorate royal and national events. Following
an article by Councillor Janet Martin in the local Parish Council
magazine which mentioned nine trees, we walked around The
Green to further investigate its special trees.

Seven of the trees commemorate various important dates
relating to the Royal family from Queen Victoria through to
Queen Elizabeth II and, to our surprise, include an oak planted
to commemorate the Coronation of Edward VIII in 1936 —a
coronation that never took place! The tree was planted just one
day before Edward VIII's abdication. Though left to grow, the
original tree died and was replaced.

In total there are currently 12 commemorative trees around The
Green, most of which have commemorative plaques. A tree by
the war memorial is a memorial to those killed in WWI, WWII
and the Korean war, another tree commemorates the end of
WWII and a third the 50th anniversary of VE Day. One tree
commemorates the death of Sir Winston Churchill and the most
recent tree was planted to commemorate the Millennium and the
gathering of 5000 people to celebrate the event on The Green.

Vectoria (rose

This aerial photograph shows oaks planted in the shape of a cross on a hillside
outside Henley. The trees are believed to have been planted to commemorate the

Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1897.

Most of the original 60 trees still survive and some new saplings have recently been
planted to replace mature trees that had been lost. You can see the cross from the
Oxfordshire Way which runs through the centre, but it is hard to appreciate from the

ground.

King George V Coronation. Courtesy of Croxley Green library

Other special commemonative treed

Many of the tree
planting
ceremonies have
been recorded on
camera. One of
these old
photographs
obtained from the
local library by
our fellow
volunteer, Brian
Thomson, depicts Croxley Green 2009
the planting of an oak in 1911 to commemorate the coronation of
King George V and was attended by a large group of the local
school children. It is interesting to note how few trees there were
until the commemorative trees were planted.

But the story does not end here because the Parish Council has
agreed to plant a tree to commemorate the Golden Jubilee of
Queen Elizabeth II thereby continuing the history of the royal
family on The Green.

Joyce and Fred Bush, project volunteers
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If you have ever driven into Henley along the Fair Mile (A4130) you will
have noticed the avenues of trees on either side of the road. The outer
avenue comprises nearly 200 Turkey

oaks planted in 1953 to commemorate

the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.

The late Princess Margaret helped plant

the first of the trees, assisted by the local

Scout group and cheered on by many

Henley residents.

185 lime trees form the inner avenue,

between the Coronation oaks and the road. These were planted by the
Mayor of Henley to commemorate the Queen's Silver Jubilee.

Checlendon beech Fants Green (Cedar

One of my favourite trees to commemorative Royal events is Special trees don't only
the copper beech outside the church in Checkendon. The tree commemorate Royal
was planted in 1952 to commemorate Queen Elizabeth II's events. Volunteers have
accession and the bench added in 1977 to mark her Silver recorded many trees
Jubilee. planted to mark events
ranging from the
Millennium to World

Environment Day.

This young cedar was
planted to commemorate
the 1987 storm and in
memory of the
thousands of trees
across the Chilterns that
were blown down that
night.

Goring lime avenue

Volunteers have discovered many trees planted in memory of
local people. In Goring these 10 lime trees now form an
impressive avenue between the High Street and the church.
The avenue runs through Rectory Gardens which are dedicated
to the memory of Peggy Edmondson, a young local woman
who tragically drowned in the Thames in 1934 at the age of
21. Peggy had been born at the Rectory while her father was
Rector. After the Rectory burned down about 1938, part of the
land was given to the church as an extension to the graveyard
and the remainder to the village as Peggy's memorial.

Photos in this edition were taken by John Morris and Project volunteers

Look at the Interactive Map on the website www.chilternsaonb.org/special for more stories and pictures about
commemorative and memorial trees.

Please get in touch if you know of any special trees or woods in the Chilterns. To find out how you can get involved in the
project, please contact Rachel.



